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Just Mercy: A story of justice and redemption by Bryan Stevenson
I. According to Bryan Stevenson, "the opposite of poverty is not wealth; the opposite of poverty is justice." Means that the true measure of a country’s commitment to justice, the society character, the commitment to the rule of law. Equality and fairness cannot be measured by how the rich, powerful, respected, and the privileged are treated. However, the true measure of people’s character lies in how they treat the disfavored, the condemned, the accused, the incarcerated, and the poor. The examples of poverty position and its relationship to justice such when the wealth of United States was built on the genocide of removing the Native Americans from their land and the creating wealth in the south by depending on the enslaved people for labor and other benefits. If there was justice to the native communities that were displaced from their land if there was justice for the enslaved and the immigrant then American would have been a different place when it comes to tackling structural poverty. 





II. The book by Stevenson is an eye-opener since most of the stories came as a surprise to how the American justice system is unjust. For example, the stories of devastating cases, involving young children below fourteen years facing life imprisonment and the number of persons on death row was shocking. The story of Walter McMillan who was sentenced to death for the murder of a white woman was very intriguing because even though he had not committed the offense and had several alibi witnesses, he was quickly railroad into both a conviction and death penalty because he was a Blackman. Stevenson worked for years attempting to acquire a new trial for McMillan, and the two men became connected throughout the remainder of McMillan's life. It was an unusual case that involved police corruption, a racist judge and prosecutors who were more interested in protecting their political positions than finding justice (Stevenson, Bryan. Just mercy: A story of justice and redemption. Spiegel & Grau, pg 30).
III.  Bryan Stevenson used various characters and cases to show that more needs to be done to solve the issues of racial injustice, poverty, and power. The cases of various characters such as Henry, McMillan, and several others show the inherent inhumanity that exists in the American justice system. The presumptions of poverty, racial bias, guilt, and a host of other structural, political and social dynamics have created a system that has an error because thousands of innocent people are languishing in prison.




Therefore, this system need to be changed since it condemns children to life imprisonment without the possibility of parole, it also makes petty crime such as theft to be treated seriously like murder, and that the war declared on hundreds of thousands of individuals with drug issues through imprisonment thereby denying them assistance.
IV. [bookmark: _GoBack] The role nonprofit organization plays in aiding people on death row or children serving life imprisonment without parole is to engage in research and advocacy of issues on criminal justice policy. Equal Justice Initiative is an example of a non-profit organization that helps incarcerated individuals by advocating for sentencing reform such as abolishing the death penalty, allowing the elderly in prison to return home, abolishing Three Strike laws and Truth-in-Sentencing, and restricting the use of life sentences without the possibility of parole.
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